Note: These instructions assume that you are only replacing the outer top (the one that is exposed to the elements. If you are replacing the inner layer/rear defroster as well, stop after Step 5-c and then resume from Step 7-a once the inner layer is installed.
1) Disassemble back seat and rear interior pieces (need 13mm hex nut screwdriver and a Philips screwdriver)

a) Unscrew the four black hex nuts on the back of the seat and the set of Philips screws along the top.


b) Pull the vertical portion of the back seat from the top and bottom and remove from vehicle.


c) Lift the far side of the bottom portion of the seat and pull toward you in order to dislodge it


d) Unscrew the four black screws on both interior panels as pictured and, with the convertible top down, gently lift up the panels and set them aside. Removing them altogether will require a partial disassembly of the seat belt part, but this is unnecessary. Just pull them out of the way.
2) Remove black piece (need Philips screwdriver)

a) Open the trunk and locate the four Philips screws holding the center part of the black frame. Unscrew them.


b) In the last part, you removed the interior pieces. Right where they used to be, there are gray brackets secured by 13mm hex screws. Remove them and set them aside. 


c) In the locations where the interior panels were removed, unscrew the three torx screws on each side.


d) Stand inside the vehicle and lift the center part of the black frame. It will lift up. Set it aside; no need to disassemble it, although if storage space is at a premium, you can.

3) Remove weatherstripping and cowl


a) With the top halfway deployed, pull off the two pieces of weatherstripping nearest to the rear on either side. The remaining piece is secured to the top by two small Philips screws. Unscrew them and then set aside the weatherstripping.


b) In the spot where the weatherstripping used to be for the rear third, unscrew the silver piece that held the weatherstrip and set it aside. Behind it is a thin, long black bar. Unscrew that and set it aside as well.


c) With the bar gone, you will be able to detach the sides from the frame and expose the tension cables. Note the direction that the cables face, as this affects the fabric. Unscrew the tension cables, but put the screw back in the hole. Trust me on this. Shove the tension cables into the pocket.


d) With the top 3/4 of the way up (you may need somebody or something to hold it up while you’re working on it) remove the cowl. This is accomplished by unscrewing every Philips screw in sight, and then removing the two plates right behind the levers and then maneuvering the cowl off the top. Don’t forget to unscrew the front corners of the headliners (large Philips screws), you can just leave the screws in the headliner.

4) Pull off the top (mostly)


a) This is the fun part. You get to tear out most of the top! Along the spot where the cowl was, the top is adhered to the frame by an adhesive strip. Gently pull the fabric off and try to leave as much adhesive behind as possible. You will want to be able to reuse it.


b) You will notice that the tension cables are restricting movement of the top (which is actually the purpose of the cables.) Since you shoved them into the pockets on the side, you should be able to pull them out with ease.

c) Next comes the #1 support bar. The top is adhered to it by another strip of adhesive with the rubber grips from the headliner holding it secure. With part of the top peeled back, gently reach underneath and push the rubber grips off the support bars. Once that’s done, simply peel the strips of fabric away from the adhesive. Repeat with the #2 support bar.

d) This is the really tedious part. The top is STAPLED onto the #3 support bar. Since you’re tossing the old fabric, you can just rip it out and hope it takes most, if not all, of the staples out with it. If you’re not comfortable with that, take your time and pull them one by one.

e) You should be able to pull the top down all the way to the #4 (rearmost) support bar.

5) Detaching the rear support bar and remove the top completely


a) You definitely will want to have some help for this one. With the rear exterior piece that we removed in 2-d, you will notice that you can’t lift the #4 support bar out. However you can follow it to the spot where it meets the frame. It’s held in place by two Torx T40 screws on either side. Unscrewing it is quite difficult and you may need special tools to accomplish the task.


b) With the four screws removed, you should be able to move the bar out, fully exposing the row of staples on the #4 support bar. Carefully remove the staples ONLY FOR THE TOP YOU ARE REMOVING.


c) With the staples removed, you should be able to remove the top and set it aside.

This next step is only if you want to re-seal the rubber strip underneath the window. If not, skip to Step 7-a. 

6) Re-seal the rubber strip holding part of the shim in place


a) This is a hard one. It depends on how badly detached the rubber strip is. If it’s still attached to the shim but detached from the window, you can leave the shim on and not have to worry about unstapling them. I used a Permatex Ultra Black silicone gel (part number 82180 at Advance Auto Parts) to re-bind the shim to the window. Be careful not to put too much pressure on the window, as it’s heat-sealed to the inner layer and if gaps are made, will warrant a complete replacement of the inner top. Let dry for about an hour and then work can resume.


b) If the rubber strip is detached from both the window and the shim, the shim will have to be removed entirely and then re-installed/stapled onto the top. This is also necessary if you’re doing a color conversion and need to replace or dye the shim. Remove the staples ONLY along the shim and then peel it off. Use the Permatex silicone gel mentioned in the previous step to bind the rubber strip to the shim. Let it cure for about an hour and then do what you deem necessary to treat the shim before stapling it back on the #4 support bar and the inner top and then using Step 6-a to re-attach it to the window.

7) Compare the old and new tops and make adjustments


a) Lay the new top on a clean, flat surface. Make sure it’s all flat and even. 


b) Place the old top on top of a new one. Make sure all the folds are out. Use pins to hold them in place if needed. This needs to be PRECISE otherwise the top will be messed up. You will notice that the OEM top has extra notches and cut-outs compared to the new top. Once again, make sure the old one is aligned perfectly with the new one.


c) Trace the outline of the old top on the new one using a temporary ink or chalk. And once again, make sure it’s perfectly aligned. This cannot be stressed enough. When you’re comfortable with the outlines, cut the new top along the outlines. It would also be helpful to trace where the front of the old top folds in as well, in order to provide visual aid for alignment later on. Don’t forget the ‘V’ shaped notches, as this prevents the front of the top from being wrinkled once it’s curved.

8) Preliminary alignment and fitting (Please have your old top readily visible as a guide)


a) For this part you will definitely need two or three extra sets of hands. First make sure the top is fully up, but do not lock it into place. Put the new top onto the frame and go by the outlines you’ve made in Step 7-c. Fold the front corners into place and use vice grips to hold it onto the frame. Lay the rest of the top in place. Tuck the tension cables into the pockets. You will have a hard time guiding it through. Use something that’s long and thin (in my case it was a 3’ wooden peg) to push the tension cable out the other end. Do NOT screw them in yet.


b) Compare the sides of the top and ensure they line up evenly. This is the most important step. When you are satisfied, tuck the side flaps into the rear third of the frame where the adhesive is. Have some help pulling the top in all directions and ensure that it’s even and does not wrinkle anywhere.


c) When you are absolutely satisfied, have your friends continue to stretch out the top while you use vice grips to hold them on at many points as possible.

9) Attach the top to the frame


a) You will need to start from the cowl and work your way to the rear of the car. You can put the top down completely AS LONG AS IT DOESN’T INTERFERE WITH THE VICE GRIPS. The grips must not move, otherwise you will have to repeat the entirety of Step 8 from the very beginning. Start by folding in the front, ensuring that it lines up with the chalk marks you made earlier in Step 7-c. Press the fabric along the adhesive strip, then once it’s loosely attached, put the cowl back on.  Use the screw holes on the cowl as a guide for puncturing the fabric with the screws and secure the cowl into place. You may need to use a nail or some sharp instrument for the thicker parts.


b) With the cowl securely in place, remove the vice grips if you haven’t done so already.


c) Secure the tension cables onto the frame

d) Go directly to the #3 support bar. You will need two additional sets of hands for this one. Have the helpers pull on the fabric strip as tightly as they can. Check the alignment on both sides. If the alignment is correct and you are satisfied, use an electric or air stapler to staple along the #3 support bar.

e) Staple the top to the #4 support bar

f) Screw the #4 support bar back onto the frame. This is quite a difficult part and would require some sleight of hand. I cheated on this, however, and replaced the screws with an entire new set with a grip from Lowe’s, metric size 8 x 1.25. This makes it a lot easier as a tool isn’t necessary except to tighten the screws.

g) Work on the #1 and #2 support bars. As you may recall, the top was simply attached to these bars by a strip of adhesive and rubber grips from the headliner. Just make sure the strip of fabric is tightly adhered to the adhesive strip and then push the rubber grip all the way underneath the bars.

h) Replace the weatherstrip pieces you removed in Step 3-b first, and then the rest of the weatherstripping.
Congratulations! You have just installed a brand new convertible top!

10) Re-assemble the interior and exterior pieces


a) Put down the top and open the trunk partway. Carefully guide the curved black piece you removed in Step 2 back where it was. Screw it all in.


b) Place the brackets you removed in Step 2-b in the rear window area and screw them in.


c) Fit the interior pieces back in there and ensure that they’re perfectly aligned. Once they are, screw in the four Philips screws.


d) Replace the bottom portion of the rear seat, be sure to apply pressure to ensure it “locks” into place.


e) Replace the vertical portion of the rear seat and screw them in. Screw the row of Philips screws back in as well.

Remember that a slight looseness/wrinkling is normal. After 48-72 hours of exposure to the sun, the fabric will shrink and tighten up. Enjoy your new convertible top!
